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Agenda 
§  The Goal 
§  The Problem 

§  Text Complexity Gap 
§  Summer Learning Gap 

§  The Solution: The Chief’s Summer Reading Challenge 
§  Program Overview 
§  Participation 

§  Kansas Case Study 
§  Chief’s Toolkit 
§  New for Summer 2013 
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“If we can dramatically increase high school 
graduation rates, if we can dramatically increase 

the number of graduates who are college and career 
ready, that’s what this is about. Everything’s a 

means to that end. That’s the Holy Grail here. Are 
our students being prepared to be successful?”  

—Arne Duncan 
 

Education Week, December 9, 2009. 
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Common Core’s Appendix A 

U.S. Grade 
Levels 

Lexile®   
Band 

K–1 N/A 
2–3 420L–820L 
4–5 740L–1010L 
6–8 925L–1185L 
9–10 1050L–1335L 

11–CCR 1185L–1385L 

The Standards 
provide Lexile  
bands for reading 
comprehension 
development by 
grade levels  

Mitigate Summer Learning Loss 

Fairchild, R. McLaughlin, B. & Brady, J. (2006). Making the Most of Summer: A 
Handbook on Effective Summer Programming and Thematic Learning. Baltimore, MD: 

Center for Summer Learning. 
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“Find a Book” 

Chief’s Summer Reading Challenge 
 www.Lexile.com/Chiefs-Challenge 
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Chief’s Summer Reading Challenge 2012 
 
– Alabama                   
– Arizona 
– California 
– Colorado 
–  Florida 
– Georgia 
– Hawaii 

–  Illinois 
–  Iowa 
– Kansas 
– Kentucky 
– North Carolina 
– Oklahoma 
– West Virginia  
 

 
Press release available at: 
http://www.marketwire.com/press-release/state-education-agencies-partner-with-
metametrics-fight-summer-reading-loss-epidemic-1671757.htm 
 

Summer Reading Resources and Tools 
  Custom “Find a Book” 

webpage 
  Flyers (Parent, Educator, 

Librarian) 
  Web Banners, Bookmarks, 

    Certificate of Participation 
  Partner Product Incentives 
  Outreach (PR, Letters) 
  Summer Reading Pledge 
  Summer Reading Portfolio 

2012 State Samples: 
http://www.lexile.com/chiefs-challenge/state-samples-2012/ 
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READ KANSAS READ Program 

READ KANSAS READ Website 
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READ KANSAS READ Materials  

READ KANSAS READ Videos 
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READ KANSAS READ Media Outreach 

Read Kansas Read: Commissioner DeBacker 
§  Coordinated a state-level campaign led by top education 

leaders including Governor Brownback  
§  Promoted the use of personalized reading lists based on 

student interests and reading skill level 
§  Personalized mailers to teachers, parents, administrators 

and librarians promoting the use of free online resources, 
like “Find a Book.” 

§  Sustained Read Kansas Read over time by promoting it 
through other state level work (accountability services, 
school support, state sponsored conference on student 
achievement) 
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Chief’s Challenge Toolkit 
§  Welcome Message 
§  Presentation/Handouts 

§  PowerPoint 
§  Program Overview and Contacts 
§  Implementation Strategies  

§  State Samples 
§  Over 10 different state samples 

§  “Find a Book” Resources 
§  Lexile Resources 
§  MetaMetrics Resources 

Next Steps  
§  Individual State Portfolios will be emailed to 2012 Summer Reading 

Participants 
§  Please complete the Summer Reading Survey: 
    https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BGYYBYP 
§  Coming Summer 2013: Chief’s Summer Math Challenge 

New for Summer 2013 
§  More Partner Product Incentives (Achieve3000, Capstone, and 

Scholastic) 
§  Additional Exporting Formats for Pledge Data 
§  Books Read/Words Read Utility 
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Malbert Smith III, Ph.D. 
President, MetaMetrics 

Research Professor, UNC School of Education 
msmith@Lexile.com 

 
 

Contact Info: 

Diane DeBacker, Ed.D.  
Commissioner of Education  

Kansas State Department of Education 
ddebacker@ksde.org 

 
 

 
 


