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NORMAL — Several book programs this summer will encourage students to read.

Oakdale Elementary School in Normal will have book swaps on Wednesday mornings in June
and July. Students will pick up a new book, listen to a story, grab a snack and take part in an art
project.

The program helps the school meet its goals to encourage reading. With the help of Normal
Rotary Club and a Rotary district grant, Oakdale is also buying books to loan to students.

“We will target students that otherwise might not have access to appropriate books at their level
so that they may continue to read and hopefully show less regression over the summer,” said
Principal Darrin Cooper.

Parkside Elementary School in Normal also has book swaps in June and July. Students bring a
book to swap and teachers will hear about great books, share a snack and have some time to
play, said Principal Shelly Erickson.

The school’s summer program, “Elect to Read,” goes along with the presidential election year.
Students measure their reading over 13 weeks with 13 stripes on an American flag.

Sheridan Elementary School in Bloomington is introducing a book checkout program during its
Early Start Program in July. The pool of students will benefit most from such a program, said
Principal Jim Cooper.

East White Oak Bible Church, which has adopted Irving Elementary School, holds a reading
program June 26-July 24 for neighborhood children at the Bloomington school. After students
eat lunch as part of the Summer Feed program, parents and students attend the reading
program.

Gov. Pat Quinn is touting the free “Find a Book” utility at www.lexile.com/findabook, which
provides a quick and easy way to search books that match a child’s reading level and interests.
The utility also lists a local library that carry the titles.

“Summer reading helps students retain and develop academic skills, so they’re well-prepared
to return to school in the fall,” Quinn said.

In a written recommendation for the program, state Superintendent of Education Chris Koch
said, “The more parents help their children make time for reading, the more likely they’ll see
successful students.”


