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DIBELS ORF Scores Available as Lexile Measures 
Leading Reading Measurement Companies Link Early Literacy Assessment  

to Most Widely Adopted Reading Measure 
 

Durham, N.C. & Eugene, Ore. – Sept. 1, 2009 – MetaMetrics®, Inc., developer of The Lexile 

Framework® for Reading, and Dynamic Measurement Group (DMG), developer of Dynamic 

Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS®), today announced that correlation tables to 

convert DIBELS Oral Reading Fluency (ORF) scores into Lexile® measures are freely available 

on the Lexile and DMG Web sites. Each year, hundreds of thousands of students in grades 1–3 

receive DIBELS ORF scores. By converting these scores into corresponding Lexile measures, 

educators and parents can match young readers with books and other materials that are 

targeted to their individual abilities and interests.  

Roland Good III, Ph.D., co-author of DIBELS and associate professor at the University 

of Oregon, said that understanding a child’s reading ability at the earliest age and working to 

develop skill levels are keys to building strong readers. “It is natural to link DIBELS with the 

Lexile Framework so students have consistent reading measures that follow them throughout 

their entire educational careers, and are used to successfully connect them with materials that 

promote reading comprehension both at school and at home,” he said. 

Recognized as the most widely adopted reading measure, Lexile measures are used at 

the school level in various capacities in all 50 states. More than 28 million Lexile measures 

are reported from reading assessments and classroom programs annually, representing about 

half of U.S. students.  

Malbert Smith III, Ph.D., president of MetaMetrics, noted that the link between the 

Lexile Framework and DIBELS extends the availability of Lexile measures from the typical 

NCLB grades of 3–8 to the nation’s youngest students. “Now that DIBELS ORF scores can be 

converted into Lexile measures, we are providing teachers and parents with actionable 

information for matching first through third graders with appropriate reading materials,” he 

said. “When young children read books and other materials that are targeted to their abilities 

and on topics that are of interest to them, they build stronger literacy skills and increase their 

chances of becoming lifelong readers.” 
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The field study to link DIBELS with the Lexile Framework included a sample of 2,300 

students in grades 1–3. Each participant completed both the DIBELS test and a Lexile linking 

test, which used response-illustrated items to measure students’ abilities to recall details, draw 

conclusions, and make comparisons and generalizations after reading passages drawn from 

various content areas. Students’ results from the Lexile and DIBELS tests then were analyzed to 

create the conversion tables. The tables are available at no charge on the Lexile Web site at 

www.lexile.com/dibels and on the DMG site at dibels.org/pubs.html.  

  DIBELS ORF is a standardized set of passages and administration procedures 

designed to identify children who may need additional instructional support, and monitor 

progress toward instructional goals. The passages are calibrated for the reading goal level of 

each grade. Student performance is measured by having students read a passage aloud for one 

minute. Words omitted, substituted and hesitations of more than three seconds are scored as 

errors. Words self-corrected within three seconds are scored as accurate. The number of 

correct words per minute from the passage is the student’s oral reading fluency score. DIBELS 

ORF includes both benchmark passages to be used as screening assessments across the school 

year and 20 alternate forms for monitoring progress. For more information on DIBELS, visit 

dibels.uoregon.edu or www.dibels.org. 

The Lexile Framework is an educational tool that connects readers with reading 

materials using a common measure called a Lexile. What makes the Lexile Framework 

unique, and what has led to its widespread adoption, is that it measures both reading ability 

and text difficulty on the same developmental scale. When used together, Lexile reader 

measures and Lexile text measures allow educators, parents and students to find books and 

other materials that meet and challenge a reader’s unique ability and interests. Currently, more 

than 115,000 books, 80 million articles and 60,000 Web sites have Lexile measures, and the 

number of resources with Lexile measures continues to grow. For more information on the 

Lexile Framework, visit www.Lexile.com. 

 

About Dynamic Measurement Group 

Dynamic Measurement Group (DMG) is an educational company dedicated to supporting 

success for children and schools. DMG was founded by Roland Good III and Ruth Kaminski, 

authors of the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS), and is the official 

home of DIBELS research, development and training. The company focuses on improving 

outcomes for children and supporting school success by developing practical, innovative and 

powerful assessment and curricular materials—with high-quality training and professional 

development to effectively implement these tools. For more information, visit www.dibels.org. 
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About MetaMetrics, Inc. 

MetaMetrics, Inc., an educational measurement organization, develops scientifically based 

measures of student achievement that link assessment with instruction, foster better 

educational practices, and improve learning by matching students with materials that meet 

and challenge their abilities. The company’s team of psychometricians developed the widely 

adopted Lexile Framework for Reading (www.Lexile.com); El Sistema Lexile para Leer, the 

Spanish-language version of the Lexile Framework; The Quantile Framework® for Mathematics 

(www.Quantiles.com); and The Lexile Framework for Writing. In addition to licensing Lexile 

and Quantile® measures to state departments of education, testing and instructional companies 

and publishers, MetaMetrics delivers professional development, resource measurement and 

customized consulting services. For more information, visit www.MetaMetricsInc.com.  
 

For more information, press only: 
 

MetaMetrics: Eric Zurowski, 919–547–3453, ezurowski@Lexile.com 

DMG: Joshua Wallin, 541–431–6931 ext. 102, jwallin@dibels.org 
 

### 
 

MetaMetrics®, the MetaMetrics logo and tagline, Lexile®, Lexile Framework®, Lexile Analyzer®, the Lexile logo, Quantile®, Quantile 
Framework® and the Quantile logo are trademarks of MetaMetrics, Inc., and are registered in the United States and abroad. The 
trademarks and names of other companies and products mentioned herein are the property of their respective owners. Copyright © 
2009 MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


